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AIR TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

• 27 Public Airports in 
the NWT

• Yellowknife serves 
as the gateway hub 
to the south

• Norman Wells and 
Inuvik are regional 
hubs

• 24 other community 
based airports



•2200-kilometres 
of all-weather 
road

•1450-kilometres 
of publicly 
constructed winter 
road

•Only 16 of 33 
communities have 
all-weather road 
access

HIGHWAY SYSTEM



MARINE/RAIL SYSTEM



Challenges

• Size & Small Population

• Lack & Standard of Infrastructure

• Natural Environment

• Pressures of Resource Development

• Fiscal Capability
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Population

PAULATUK
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ULUKHAKTOK SACHS HARBOUR

(HOLMAN)



Challenges – Infrastructure
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Challenges – Natural 
Environment (NW Passage)
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Challenges – Resource 
Development

Ekati Mine Site Snap Lake Mine Site

Diavik Mine Site



Challenges – Fiscal Capability

• Resource Revenue Sharing

• Territorial Formula Financing

• Borrowing Limit

• Per capita funding on National 
Programs



Current & Future Actions

• New Driver’s Licence 

• Yellowknife Airport CATSA

• Connecting Canada

• National Transportation Strategy

• Slave Geologic Province Transportation 
Options Study



Current Actions
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Benefits of Connecting Canada
Coast to Coast to Coast

• Facilitate Resource Development
• Support Economic and Social 

Development of Northerners
• Ensure Canada’s Sovereignty
• Improve Security and Emergency 

response
• Improve Capacity to Adapt to 

Climate Change



National 
Transportation 

Strategy



SGP Transportation Options



Conclusion
• Transportation security has a northern 

dimension 

• Many challenges

• Strong healthy communities and a safe, 
secure & reliable transportation system in the 
NWT will support northern transportation 
security

• Our forgotten coast & our forgotten border 
must become part of our national 
consciousness. 



Thank You
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