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“Excellence is not  
a destination; it is a continuous 

journey that never ends.”
- Brian Tracy
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Our efforts to maximize the relevance and utility of our 
research to the people of Alberta are supported greatly 
by conversations with the Government of Alberta and 
with Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis. We are 
especially grateful for Alberta’s consistent funding over 
the last 25 years, which makes AGRI the longest serving 
such organization in Canada. 

I would like to thank Ms. Glenda Wong for her 
unwavering commitment to ensuring AGRI’s programs 
run flawlessly; and our Principal Investigators, 
postdoctoral fellows and graduate students whose high 
quality work has earned AGRI a sterling reputation. The 
Members of the Board volunteer their considerable 
talent and expertise; thank you all.

Sincerely,

Dr. Séamus O’Shea

This year’s Annual Report, AGRI’s 25th, is themed 
around the pursuit of excellence, and is framed in the 
context of AGRI’s mandate to provide timely research-
based evidence to support the formation of policy and 
regulation in the public interest.

At present, the challenge is unusually difficult because 
the rate of change in the industry is exceptionally 
high due to the combined impact of legislative 
and technological change. AGRI has established 
strengths in measuring the prevalence and impact 
of gambling nationwide. It continues to provide the 
most comprehensive picture of the reality of gambling 
in Canada and its impacts by region over time. The 
purpose is to provide actionable insights into the 
effectiveness of the different legislative and regulatory 
approaches adopted across Canada. Ideally, Alberta 
would provide the best service to its citizens while 
maximizing provincial income and minimizing harm to 
those at risk through disordered gambling.

AGRI’s first national project provided comprehensive 
data in 2018, and follow-up studies through the COVID 
period enriched it. The analysis of data for the 2025 
survey, conducted this Spring, has begun.

It provides an updated national baseline, richer data 
to support interprovincial comparisons and, a first in 
Canada, a unique data set illuminating the gambling 
behaviour of teenagers. The first research reports are 
already under international peer review. Work continues 
on innovative methods for prevention of problematic 
gambling and for the treatment of problem gamblers.

Message from 
the Board Chair
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The Institute’s 23rd Annual Conference, Trends & 
Challenges in Gambling Research”, held April 11-13, 2024 
was a resounding success with the return  
to an in-person only platform. Local, national and 
international speakers, poster presenters and delegates 
all contributed in the success of the conference. On 
several occasions I heard people saying it was great to  
be back in person and it felt like ‘old times’! (See the section 
‘CONFERENCE 2024/2025’ for more further information).

I would like to thank the Institute’s Board, the Government 
of Alberta, Service Alberta Red Tape Reduction, the Office 
of the Vice President (Research), University of Calgary, 
and the consortium universities (University of Alberta, 
Calgary, and Lethbridge) for their support. Also, thank you 
to Rhys Stevens, Institute Librarian, for his support and 
contribution in the Institute’s administrative processes, 
procedures and meeting stakeholders’ needs and 
requirements this past year. All are united in their shared 
commitment to continuous improvement in the pursuit  
of excellence for the Institute’s accomplishments.

Regards,

Glenda Wong

I see the theme for this year’s Annual Report, ‘pursuit  
of excellence’, consistently in the Institute’s governance, 
research, and administrative activities for the past year. 
The Institute’s Board, researchers and administrative 
personnel are unified by the overarching idea of striving 
for excellence in meeting the mandate of the Alberta 
Gambling Research Institute.

This Annual Report showcases the pursuit of excellence 
for the activities of the Institute. The Institute’s Research 
Coordinators, Drs. David Hodgins (U of Calgary), Fiona 
Nicoll (U of Alberta) and Rob Williams (U of Lethbridge) 
continually pursue excellence with their important 
and impressive research, internationally-recognized 
research programs, and local, national and international 
collaborations. Institute Senior Research Fellows, Drs. 
Darren Christensen (U of Lethbridge) and Dan McGrath 
(U of Calgary) are also pursuing excellence with their 
research and development of gambling research 
communities. The teamwork of Research Coordinators 
and Senior Research Fellows results in the team 
continually striving for higher heights, symbolizing  
the pursuit of excellence - all under the leadership  
of the Institute’s Board and support from the  
Institute’s administration.

The AGRI National Project 2 (ANP-2) with the research 
team of Drs. Rob Williams (lead researcher), Youseff 
Allami, Darren Christensen, David Hodgins, Hyoun 
(Andrew) Kim, Dan McGrath, Fiona Nicoll, Carrie Shaw, 
and Mr. Rhys Stevens began in Spring 2024. With the 
success of the first AGRI National Project (ANP), ANP-2  
will replicate portions of the ANP, and will gather up-
to-date survey data for comparisons and new findings. 
Several additional research projects on tap include  
an adolescent online panel survey of Canadian 
adolescents – a first of its kind in Canada. The ANP-2 will 
meet the Institute’s mandate and further its pursuit of 
excellence in gambling research. (Further information on 
the ANP-2 may be found in the Annual Report’s ‘Strategic 
& Collaborative Initiatives’ section).

Message from 
the Executive Director
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Vision
To maximize the benefits while minimizing the negative 
impacts of gambling.

Mission
To facilitate evidence-based broad research that informs 
gambling public policy and educates Albertans and the 
wider audience about the effects of gambling.

Values
•	 Independent and excellent multi-disciplinary research

•	 Scientific knowledge and information

•	 Collaboration

•	 Accountability and informing public policy

Core Purposes
The Institute will:

1.	expand the breadth and depth of scientific knowledge 
into gambling;

2.	promote or direct research in those priorities and 
areas identified as part of the stakeholder priority 
action plan;

3.	develop research capacity in the Partner Universities; 

4.	sponsor research that is peer reviewed and of the 
highest academic quality;

5.	facilitate the transfer of knowledge and information 
to stakeholders, which includes, among other 
activities, maintaining a library collection; 

6.	forge strong collaborative links with stakeholders 
that include, but are not limited to, national and 
international scholars, organizations involved in 
gambling research and studies, policy-makers, 
government, gaming providers, and problem 
gambling treatment providers; 

7.	provide education about current knowledge through 
research publications, reporting of research results, 
and knowledge translation strategies; and 

8.	identify and pursue other potential funding sources.

Core Businesses
1.	Develop and promote gambling-related research and 

disseminate results.

2. Develop and sustain gambling-related research 
infrastructure.

3. Establish and encourage national and international 
gambling-related research linkages.

4. Establish and efficiently conduct gambling-related 
research administration.

About the  
Alberta Gambling Research Institute (AGRI)
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Institute Board
The Institute is governed and managed by a seven-member Board consisting of two directors appointed by and from 
each Partner University (2nd U. of L. Board Member to be appointed), and an external Board Chair appointed by the 
Vice Presidents, Research, of the Partner Universities. The Executive Director serves as an advisory role on the Board. 
[For biographical information, see ‘Board of Directors,’ page 36.]

Dr. Amelia  
Kiddle

University  
of Calgary

Dr. Chris 
Nicol

University  
of Lethbridge

Dr. Séamus 
O’Shea

Board Chair 

Dr. Barry Scholnick 
University of Alberta  

Dr. Trevor 
Tombe

University  
of Calgary

Dr. Laurel 
Wheeler
University  
of Alberta

Glenda  
Wong

Executive 
Director
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Gambling 
Research  

at the Partner 
Universities
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Dr. Fiona Nicoll 
Research Coordinator

In addition to contributing perspectives from Humanities 
and Social Science to AGRI National Projects (ANP),  
Dr Nicoll published a report titled Opening Spaces on 
the first five years of the international journal of Critical 
Gambling Studies. The report drew on bibliometric data 
and analysis of disciplinary citations and authorship 
characteristics. Critical Gambling Studies also formed  
a sub-editorial team dedicated to seeking out and 
publishing quality interdisciplinary research on 
intersections of cryptocurrencies and gambling. This 
has already yielded articles on crypto-kiosks in Turkey 
and a study of financialization and gamblification of 
cryptocurrency exchanges from anthropological and 
sociological perspectives respectively. An exciting 
development in the coming year is a special issue on 
gamblification and digital media platforms. Critical 
Gambling Studies continues to provide a space for 
publishing research relevant to Indigenous stakeholders, 

with a community-based study on the impact of COVID-19 
restrictions in Australia in our latest issue. We are also 
publishing cutting edge research on the explosion of digital 
sports gambling platforms and mobile finance apps in sub-
Saharan Africa. 

This was another important year for knowledge translation 
activities from the U of A. A documentary film featuring 
the lived experiences of Indigenous gambling and gaming 
among Indigenous youth was shared at the U of A’s annual 
conference, Partnerships for Research with Indigenous and 
Northern Communities, September 18 & 19, 2024. 

In two short workshops at the AGLC Training symposium 
(April 30 - May 3, 2024) Dr Nicoll shared key findings of 
the ANP national casino patron study and led activities to 
guide GameSense Advisers to critically engage and - where 
appropriate - apply the findings to their own working 
environments. 

In November, 2024, Dr Nicoll delivered the first Gambling 
and Gaming micro credential with graduate students, 
GameSense Advisers and Policy professionals from 
Alberta, Manitoba and British Columbia. This course 
features exclusive video interviews on findings of the 
ANP, as well as with gaming and gambling experts from 
other parts of Canada and around the world. In addition 
to providing a 360-degree understanding of gambling and 
gaming, the course was designed to help individuals and 
team members to develop innovative responses to specific 
challenges within their department, organization or 
research field. Indigenous and First Nations gambling were 
addressed throughout the course and in collaboration with 
River Cree casino. In promoting this course, Dr Nicoll did 
extensive media engagement with provincial, university 
and student outlets to highlight some of the social and 
political challenges posed by the explosion of sports 
gambling platforms throughout Canada. The U of A team  
is currently preparing a version of the course, targeting 
K-12 education professionals as they prepare for the roll 
out of iGaming.

University 
of Alberta

Dr. Fiona Nicoll, Ph.D., was appointed  
as the Alberta Gambling Research Institute 
Coordinator at the University of Alberta  
on April 1, 2018 and held the AGRI Research 
Chair from July, 2016. Dr. Nicoll holds a 
Ph.D. from the University of Melbourne and 
is a Professor in the Department of Political 
Science at the U of A. Her most recent book 
Gambling in Everyday Life: Spaces, Moments 
and Products of Enjoyment was published by 
Routledge in 2019. She is the founding editor 
of the international academic journal Critical 
Gambling Studies and is completing a study on 
interdisciplinary gambling research. She offers 
a microcredential course on Gambling and 
Gaming through the U of A to translate cutting 
edge research into practical engagement and 
applications for professionals and graduate 
students working in the gambling field.
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Dr. David Hodgins 
Research Coordinator

Dr. David C. Hodgins, Ph.D., FCAHS, FRSC 
is a Professor in the Department of Psychology, 
University of Calgary. He is the University  
of Calgary’s Research Coordinator for the 
Alberta Gambling Research Institute.  
Dr. Hodgins is a registered Clinical Psychologist  

in Alberta.

Gambling-related research has continued apace at 
the University of Calgary. Last year, we announced 
the departure of two valued colleagues, Drs. Kim and 
Allami for faculty positions at Toronto Metropolitan and 
Laval University, respectively. I am extremely pleased  
to report that, as anticipated, both continue to be 
active members of the U of C team. Dr. Kim’s lab full  
of graduate and undergraduate trainees at TMU 
remotely joins the labs of Dr. McGrath and me and 
our meetings are a lively exchange of ideas. Dr. Allami 
continues to direct AGRI-funded projects as well as 
collaborating on the ANP-2. Some of the funded topics 
include the psychology of cryptocurrency, addiction 
switching, using technology to support recovery  
from gambling problems, the role of gambling in  
video games, and evaluating Canada’s lower-risk 
gambling guidelines. 

Recruitment of the Canada Research Chair position 
vacated by Dr. Kim is in the final stages. In addition, 
several other University of Calgary faculty members  
are conducting gambling projects as part of larger 
research programs. Seven University of Calgary 
graduate students were supported by AGRI 

scholarships, and numerous research assistants and 
undergraduate students gained exposure to gambling 
research through the active small and large research 
projects. 

AGRI’s contribution to the scientific understanding  
of gambling was recognized by U of C Senate who 
invited me to deliver this year’s Lecture of a Lifetime. 
I was very humbled by the opportunity to review my 
history of work in this area before an audience of nearly 
500 people.

AGRI also continues to bolster some major initiatives 
in the addictions area. These include the Hotchkiss 
Brain Institute’s iPath – the integrated pathway from 
addiction to health – and Dr. Hodgins heads the 
national coordination of the Canadian Initiative in 
Substance Matters (CRISM), which aligns with the AGRI 
mandate. The University of Calgary also continues our 
involvement in the International Behavioural Addictions 
and Impulse Control Disorder Network, in collaboration 
with the University of São Paulo and Toronto 
Metropolitan University.

University 
of Calgary
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Dr. Robert Williams is a Professor  
in the Addiction Counselling program  
in the Faculty of Health Sciences at the 
University of Lethbridge. Dr. Williams is  
a clinical psychologist by training and spent 
the first 15 years of his career as the regional 
psychologist for northern Manitoba and then  
as a clinician in the Addiction Centre in Calgary, 
Alberta. He has been the AGRI Research 
Coordinator for the University of Lethbridge 
since 2001. Dr. Williams has published in 
the areas of substance use and addictions, 
behavioural addictions, fetal alcohol syndrome, 
statistical analysis, financial speculation, 
seasonal affective disorder, evolutionary 
theory, biofeedback, and gambling. For the 
past 20 years most of his work has focused 
on gambling, where he is an internationally 
recognized expert. Dr. Williams is one of the 
world’s leading authorities in the prevention 
of problem gambling; online gambling; the 
socioeconomic impacts of gambling, the 
proportion of gambling revenue deriving from 
problem gamblers; the prevalence and nature 
of gambling within Indigenous communities; 
and the etiology of problem gambling.

The University of Lethbridge has always had a small but 
vibrant group of diverse academics involved in gambling 
research. The ‘Gambling Research Group’, has been 
meeting once a month from September to May each 
year since 2010. At any one time the meeting will consist 
of between 10 – 20 people, with a mixture of students, 
professors, and librarians. It also involves a mix of 
disciplines, including people from Addiction Counselling, 
Psychology, Sociology, Neuroscience, Political Science, 
Mathematics, and the faculty of Education. Each meeting 
involves a presentation of recent research work. The 
multidisciplinary nature of the members provides for 
very rich feedback.

The main focus of Dr. Williams’s research in 2024/2025 
has been finishing up research from the AGRI National 
Project (ANP-1) which has produced 23 peer-reviewed 
academic papers to date on the following topics: 

•	 Prevalence of gambling and problem gambling in 
Canada in 2018 compared to 2002.

•	 Predictors of gambling participation and problem 
gambling in Canada.

•	 Gambling and problem gambling among Indigenous 
Canadians.

•	 Prevalence of Illegal gambling in Canada.

•	 Nature and pattern of financial speculation in Canada.     

University 
of Lethbridge

Dr. Robert Williams 
Research Coordinator
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•	 Etiology of problem gambling. 

•	 Responsible Gambling utilization and impact among 
Canadian casino patrons. 

•	 Casino employee knowledge and behaviour 
regarding harm minimization.

•	 Prevalence, patterns, and predictors of recovery 
from gambling-related harm. 

•	 Impact of COVID on gambling behaviour in Canada. 

•	 Comorbidity between gambling and cannabis use. 

•	 Relative popularity and helpfulness of different 
treatment options for problem gambling.

The other main focus has been the development 
of a second version of the AGRI National Project 
(ANP-2) that was initiated by a request from Alberta, 
Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis (AGLC) in March 2023 
to better understand the relative economic and social 
performance of each province’s commercial delivery 
of gambling that would guide provincial efforts to 
create systems that maximized the benefits and 
minimized the harms. This idea was operationalized 
into a comprehensive proposal, that was approved 
both by AGLC and the AGRI Board (see ‘Strategic & 
Collaborative Initiatives Grants’ section for further 
information on ANP-2). 

Dr. Williams was Chair of the April 2024 AGRI 
conference: “Trends and Challenges in Gambling 
Research.” This conference featured 25 national and 
internationally renowned speakers on a wide range 
of contemporary topics. The program was very well 
received by the audience of over 100 attendees.
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Research 
Activity
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Major and Small Grants
The Institute contributes to the development of the 
knowledge base in gambling-related research in a 
number of ways. An annual call for proposals is issued  
in May (with an end-of-June submission deadline) 
soliciting applications from researchers to address 
stakeholder-identified high-priority research topics  
as well as those identified by researchers themselves. 
The submissions are subjected to a rigorous peer review 
process which involves the critical review of proposals 
by external experts with related areas of expertise. 
This type of review process provides the most reliable 
means of ensuring that only the highest quality research 
submissions receive Institute funding.

Research Projects 
(New, Ongoing and Completed in 2024-25)

THE FOLLOWING NEW RESEARCH GRANT  
PROPOSALS WERE APPROVED IN THE  
2024-25 GRANT FUNDING CYCLE:

•	 [#105 Major Grant 2024-25] Emotion Regulation, 
Binge Eating, and Gambling in Community Men 
[Priority: Longitudinal Research] – Dr. Kristin M. von 
Ranson & Deepika Bajaj (U of Calgary)

•	 [#104 Major Grant 2024-25] A Longitudinal Study  
of Sports Betting and Problem Gambling Among  
a Nationally Stratified Sample of Canadian Adults 
Who Gamble [Priorities: Longitudinal Research; 
Internet/Remote Gambling] – Dr. Daniel McGrath & 
Dr. Hyoun S. (Andrew) Kim (U of Calgary)

•	 [#103 Major Grant 2024-25] A Longitudinal Study  
of Online Gambling and Single-Event Sports 
Betting in Western Canada [Priorities: Longitudinal 
Research; Internet/Remote Gambling; Socio-
economic/Economics] – Dr. Shintaro Kono & Dr. 
Brian P. Soebbing (U of Alberta)

•	 [#102 Major Grant 2024-25] Subjective Impressions 
of Agents and Agency During Games of Chance 
and Games of Skill – Dr. Ben Dyson (U of Alberta) 
[Priority: Public Policy and Safe Gambling Strategy]

•	 [#S52 Small Grant 2024-25] Gamblers’ Ambivalence 
and the Influence of Clinical Strategies in 
Motivational Interviewing – Dr. David Hodgins, Brad 
W. Brazeau & Maria Tourani (U of Calgary) [Priorities: 
Longitudinal Research; Treatment and Stigma] 

AS OF MARCH 31, 2025, THE FOLLOWING RESEARCH 
PROJECTS WERE ONGOING1 AS FUNDING WAS 
PROVIDED IN A PREVIOUS GRANT FUNDING CYCLE: 

•	 [#101 Major Grant 2023-24] Addiction Substitution 
and Natural Recovery: Using a Pathways Model 
Lens – Dr. Darren Christensen, Dr. Youssef Allami  
(U of Lethbridge), Dr. Hyoun S. (Andrew) Kim, 
Dr. David C Hodgins (U of Calgary) [Priorities: 
Longitudinal Research; Treatment and Stigma] 

•	 [#100 Major Grant 2023-24] Help on Demand: 
Development of a Personalized Gambling Self-Help 
Smartphone App – Dr. David C Hodgins, Mr. Brad W. 
Brazeau (U of Calgary), Dr. John A. Cunningham (King’s 
College, London) [Priority: Treatment and Stigma] 

•	 [#99 Major Grant 2022-23] Reinforcement Schedules 
Underlying the Allure of Gambling – Dr. David R. 
Euston (U of Lethbridge)  
[Priority: Treatment and Stigma]

Research Activity
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•	 [#98 Major Grant 2022-23] An Examination  
of Cryptocurrency Ownership in Canada and  
its Relationship to Gambling Involvement  
and Severity – Dr. Daniel McGrath (U of Calgary) 
[Priority: Internet/Remote Gambling] 

•	 [#97 Major Grant 2021-22] Determining the 
Relationship of Communication in Emotional 
Regulation And Severity of Problem Gambling and 
Comorbidities – Dr. Bonnie Lee (U of Lethbridge) 
& Dr. Erkan Isik (Istanbul Aydin U) [Priorities: 
Longitudinal Research; Treatment and Stigma] 

•	 [#93 Major Grant 2021-22] A Social Neuroscience 
Examination of Ironic Risk-Taking – Dr. Kyle Nash 
(U of Alberta) [Priority: Treatment and Stigma] 

•	 [#92 Major Grant 2021-22] Financial Outcomes 
After Winning the Lottery – Dr. Barry Scholnick  
(U of Alberta) [Priority: Socio-economic/Economics] 

•	 [#88 Major Grant 2019-20] A Cross-National 
Investigation of the Convergence of Gambling and 
Gaming – Dr. David C. Hodgins & Mr. Hyoun S. Kim 
(U of Calgary) [Priority: Internet/Remote Gambling] 

•	 [#69 Major Grant 2014-15] Naltrexone-Imaging 
Study – Dr. Darren Christensen (U of Lethbridge) 
[Priority: Treatment and Stigma]

THE FOLLOWING RESEARCH PROJECTS WERE 
COMPLETED2 DURING 2024-25 (AS OF MARCH 31, 2025):

•	 [#95 Major Grant 2021-22] Online Gambling Self- 
Help and Motivational Enhancement – Dr. David 
Hodgins & Mr. Bradley Brazeau (U of Calgary) 
[Priority: Treatment and Stigma] 

•	 [#94 Major Grant 2021-22] The Economic Incidence 
of Indigenous Gaming – Dr. Laurel Wheeler  
(U of Alberta) [Priority: Indigenous/First Nations] 

•	 [#90 Major Grant 2020-21] Giwii-Nisidopanmin 
Odaminowin: Gambling and Videogames in 
the Lives of Indigenous Youth in Northwestern 
Ontario – Dr. Fiona Nicoll (U of Alberta), Dr. Darrel 
Manitowabi (Laurentian U), Dr. Lori Haskell (Western 
U), & Dr. Kevin Harrigan (U of Waterloo) [Priorities: 
Indigenous/First Nations; Internet/Remote 
Gambling] 

•	 [#89 Major Grant 2020-21] Lottery Winnings and 
Financial Wellbeing – Dr. Barry Scholnick (U of 
Alberta) [Priority: Socio-economic/Economics]

•	 [#85 Major Grant 2018-19] Development of an 
Ecologically Valid Non-Human Primate Model 
of Gambling – Dr. Jean-Baptiste Leca, Dr. Robert 
J. Williams & Dr. James Sanders (U of Lethbridge) 
[Priority: Treatment and Stigma]

•	 [#S51 Small Grant 2023-24] Online Gambling and 
Single-Event Sports Betting Among University 
Students – Dr. Brian Soebbing & Dr. Shintaro Kono 
(U of Alberta) [Priority: Treatment and Stigma]

1	  Principal Investigators (PIs) of ongoing Institute-funded research 
projects are required to submit annual research project status 
reports using an Institute-provided template.

2	 Institute-funded research projects are considered complete once 
a completion report has been received by the Institute from the 
approved project Principal Investigator (PI).
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Strategic & Collaborative 
Initiative Grants 
Canadian Provincial Delivery of Gambling: 
Strengths and Weaknesses of Each 
Province’s Model - AGRI National Project-2 

The AGRI National Project (ANP-2) is a strategic 
research proposal to evaluate the strengths and 
weaknesses of Canadian Provincial Delivery of 
Gambling that was received by the Institute Board 
in March 2024. The ANP-2 is a follow-up to the now-
completed first AGRI National Project (ANP), which 
examined Gambling and Problem Gambling in Canada 
and resulted in 20+ article publications. Members of 
the ANP-2 research team are R.J. Williams, Y. Allami, 
D.R. Christensen, D.H. Hodgins, H.S. Kim, D.S. McGrath, 
F. Nicoll, C.A. Shaw & R.M.G. Stevens. 

Peer reviews for the ANP-2 were received from external 
subject experts in May 2024 for the original proposal 
and in October 2024 for research projects added to the 
proposal. Reviewers unanimously ‘recommended’ the 
ANP-2 to proceed.

THE MAIN ANP-2 RESEARCH ELEMENTS ARE:

1.	Collection and compilation of provincial information 
on regulation, gambling provision, revenue, revenue 
distribution, employment, harm minimization, 
prevention, and treatment.

2.	A new Rapid Response Gambling Module to be 
inserted into the 2025 Canadian Community Health 
Survey (n = 19,500; January - July 2025).

3.	A new Leger Adult Online Panel Survey of Canadian 
gamblers (n = 12,900) in March 2025.

4.	A new Leger Adolescent Online Panel Survey of 
Canadian adolescents (n = 3,500) in March 2025.

THE RESEARCH OBJECTIVES OF ANP-2 ARE:

1.	To identify high-level social and economic indices 
in each province which are the direct impacts of 
legalized gambling, and which would speak to the 
provinces/approaches that produce the best social 
and economic impacts.

2.	To identify what has changed on a provincial and 
national basis since 2018 (ANP-1), with a specific 
focus on the impacts of legalized single event sports 
betting and online gambling.

3.	To examine the impact of Personalized Feedback on 
Gambling and Uptake of Gambling Reduction apps.

4.	To identify the prevalence and patterns of gambling 
and gaming among Canadian adolescents.

As of the end of March 2025, the AGRI National Project 
(ANP-2) had made significant progress on its objectives 
to analyze provincial gambling models, track changes 
since 2018, and study both adult and adolescent 
gambling. The adult-focused research includes the 
Rapid Response Gambling Module (RRGM) in Statistics 
Canada’s Canadian Community Health Survey (CCHS) 
which is currently underway, and a completed 
Leger Adult Online Panel survey of more than 12,000 
participants from across the country. The youth 
component of the Leger study was completed by 3,500 
adolescents. Supporting these efforts, a research 
assistant hired in October 2024 has been updating 
gambling statistics and transcribing responses from 
7,000 historical paper surveys completed by high 
school students which were obtained from Alberta’s 
Problem Gambling Resource Network.

An important component of the ANP-2 project involves 
the comprehensive collection of Canadian statistics 
on gambling and responsible gambling. Librarian 
Rhys Stevens is responsible for documenting statistics 
extracted from the annual reports of provincial 
organizations that conduct and regulate gambling 
across all Canadian provinces and territories. The types 
of statistics being collected include gross gambling 
revenue, net gambling revenue, revenue by game 
type, revenue per capita, the percentage of provincial 
revenue derived from gambling, and the number of 
electronic gambling machines, among others.

These gambling statistics are compiled in a spreadsheet 
and then imported into Looker Studio, a visualization 
tool. Looker Studio provides an online interface 
for creating charts, tables, and graphs that display 
Canadian gambling statistics from 1970 to the present, 
enabling comparisons between provinces.
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Other Grant 
Opportunities
LEVERAGING GRANTS aim to enable researchers with 
non-AGRI funding to augment projects with a gambling-
related component in stakeholder-identified high-priority 
areas. 

THE FOLLOWING NEW LEVERAGING GRANT PROPOSALS 
WERE APPROVED IN 2024-25:

•	 [Leveraging Grant 2024-25] Exposure to Sports 
Gambling Advertisements: Are Ontario’s 
Regulations Impacting Albertans? – Dr. Hyoun S. 
(Andrew) Kim (U of Calgary) & Jenna Vieira (Toronto 
Metropolitan University)

•	 [Leveraging Grant 2024-25] Developing a framework 
to evaluate the Lower Risk Gambling Guidelines: 
Lessons learned – Dr. David C Hodgins (U of Calgary)

TEAM DEVELOPMENT GRANTS provide an opportunity 
for joint proposals aiming to support the development 
of multi- and inter-disciplinary academic teams among 
Partner Universities, nationally, internationally, and with 
other stakeholders. 

IMPACT GRANTS provide support for special purpose 
initiatives that contribute to addressing Institute 
priorities other than primary research (e.g., research data 
repository, knowledge transfer/translation initiatives, 
outcome measurement, etc.). 

More information on all grant types is available from the 
Institute ‘Grant Opportunities’ web page: 

https://research.ucalgary.ca/alberta-gambling-
research-institute.

Scholarship and Research 
Allowance Awards
To foster young researcher involvement in gambling-
related research, a multi-tiered (doctoral and graduate 
level in addition to a ‘top-up’ opportunity for students 
receiving other major external awards) scholarship and 
research allowance program promotes gambling-related 
research to promising new scholars.

THE FOLLOWING FIFTEEN SCHOLARSHIPS WERE 
AWARDED IN 2024-25:

•	 Rafael Almieda, Masters, Psychology, University of 
Alberta. Another one bites the ads: How pre-exposure 
to gambling-related advertisements might change. 
[Priority: Public Policy and Safe Gambling Strategy]

•	 Deepika Bajaj, Doctoral, Psychology, University of 
Calgary. Emotion Regulation, Eating Pathology, and 
Gambling in Men. [Priorities: Longitudinal Research; 
Internet/Remote Gambling]

•	 Bradley Brazeau, Doctoral, Psychology, University of 
Calgary. Maximizing user engagement with technology-
mediated self-guided interventions for gambling 
problems. [Priorities: Longitudinal Research; 
Internet/Remote Gambling; Treatment and Stigma]

•	 Ashley Ethier, Doctoral, Psychology, University of 
Calgary. Getting Lucky: A Comparison of Compulsive 
Sexual Behavior, Gambling Disorder, and Intermittent 
Explosive Disorder. [Priority: Treatment and Stigma]

•	 Madison Gal, Masters, Neuroscience, University of 
Lethbridge. The Influence of Pace of Play on Gambling 
Motivation. [Priorities: Public Policy and Safe 
Gambling Strategy; Internet/Remote Gambling]

•	 Nolan Gooding, Doctoral, Psychology, University 
of Calgary. Developing a Predictive and Explanatory 
Model of Gambling-Related Harm.  
[Priority: Public Policy and Safe Gambling Strategy]

•	 James Jung, Doctoral, Psychology, University of 
Calgary. Effects of intimate partner violence on 
problem gambling among new parents during the 
pandemic. [Priorities: Longitudinal Research; 
Internet/Remote Gambling; Socio-economics/
Economics]

•	 Diandra Leslie, Doctoral, Psychology, University 
of Calgary. An Examination of Gambling Behaviours 
Among Canadian University Students.  
[Priority: Internet/Remote Gambling]	

•	 Juliana Risling, Masters, Psychology, University 
of Lethbridge. Association Between Sports-Bettor 
Characteristics, Gambling Play, and Responsible 
Gambling Behaviors Compared to Canadian Casino 
Patrons. [Priorities: Public Policy and Safe Gambling 
Strategy; Internet/Remote Gambling; Socio-
economics/Economics]

•	 Katherine Silang, Doctoral, Psychology, University 
of Calgary. Problem Gambling and Postpartum 
Mental Health in New Parents during COVID-19. 
[Priorities: Longitudinal Research; Internet/Remote 
Gambling; Socio-economics/Economics]

•	 Brady Simpson, Doctoral, Business, University of 
Calgary. Do the words influencers’ use in gambling 
advertisements impact gambling participation? 
[Priorities: Public Policy and Safe Gambling 
Strategy; Internet/Remote Gambling]

•	 Hsinwei Weng, Doctoral, Kinesiology, Sport, and 
Recreation, University of Alberta. A spatial analysis 
of gambling and crime. [Priorities: Longitudinal 
Research; Socio-economics/Economics]

https://research.ucalgary.ca/alberta-gambling-research-institute/apply-grants
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Rhys Stevens, MLIS is a Librarian III  
at the U. of Lethbridge Library in Lethbridge, 
Alberta. His primary responsibility is 
Librarian & Information Specialist for the 
Alberta Gambling Research Institute (AGRI). 
He is also subject liaison librarian for 
Geography, Maps & Government Documents, 
Anthropology and Spatial/Numeric Data.

Rhys Stevens 
MLIS, Librarian III at the University of Lethbridge

Institute Library & Web Site 
Overview 2024-25
In fiscal 2024-25, the Institute provided $30,000 to the 
three affiliated university libraries to acquire materials 
supporting gambling-related research. The allocation 
was as follows: $14,000 to the University of Lethbridge, 
$8,000 to the University of Alberta, and $8,000 to the 
University of Calgary. Purchases primarily included 
E-books, electronic journal title subscriptions, and
contributions toward academic database subscriptions.
Specific details regarding the 2024-25 library
acquisitions are available from the Librarian
upon request.

In addition to supporting collection development, 
the Institute Librarian fulfilled 21 specific reference 
requests, updated research guides on gambling-related 
topics, digitized and archived significant gambling-
related publications, maintained the Institute’s website, 
authored newsletter articles, and assisted with 
knowledge transfer and translation services.

A significant focus in 2024-25 was participation as  
a research team member in the second phase of the 
Institute’s AGRI National Project (ANP-2) strategic 
initiative, which was approved in early 2024. 

The Institute Librarian’s role involved the 
comprehensive collection of Canadian statistics 
on gambling and responsible gambling and improving 
the usability of the online Canadian gambling statistics 
database. An overview of this resource was presented 
at the AGRI Conference 2024 in a research poster titled, 
“Canadian Gambling Statistics Database (1970-2023).” 
The Librarian also participated in a video interview 
with Dr. Fiona Nicoll for a gambling-related micro-
credential course offered by the University of Alberta 
in November 2024.

The Institute’s website continued to be the primary 
access point for information about the Institute 
and its research activities. As new publications and 
presentations became available, their corresponding 
citations, abstracts, digital object identifiers (DOIs), and 
project-relevant details were added to the research 
grant webpages. A BlueSky account for the Institute 
was created to share notifications about activities, 
developments, and opportunities in the field 
of gambling research.

Communicating  
Gambling Research
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Research Publications
Institute-funded researchers communicate their 
research findings through publication in scholarly, 
peer-reviewed journal articles and related literature. 
Following is a list of Institute-funded research 
published from April 1, 2024, to March 31, 2025:

Allami, Y. (2024). Strengthening oversight and integrity: 
The multi-faceted role of centralized player 
tracking systems in gambling. Addiction, 119(7), 
1170-1171. https://doi.org/10.1111/add.16493  

Allami, Y., Gooding, N. B., Young, M. M., & Hodgins, D. 
C. (2025). Why you gamble matters: A systematic
review and meta-analysis of the association between
gambling motivation and problem gambling.
Journal of Gambling Studies, 41(1), 37-50.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-024-10356-w

Battaglia, A. M., Vedelago, L., Coelho, S. G., 
Baumgartner, C., Schaub, M. P., Stewart, S. 
H., MacKillop, J., Hodgins, D. C., Wardell, J. D., 
O’Connor, R. M., Kim, H. S., & Keough, M. T. (2024). 
Psychometric validation of the Gambling Craving 
Scale in a treatment-seeking sample.  
Journal of Gambling Studies, 40, 1761-1778. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-024-10306-6

Christensen, D. R., Roberts, A., Williams, R. J., Allami, 
Y., Belanger, Y., Shaw, C., el-Guebaly, N., Hodgins, 
D. C., McGrath, D. S., Nicoll, F., Smith, G., & Stevens,
R. M. G. (2024). Awareness and impact of casino
responsible gambling/harm minimization measures
among Canadian electronic gaming machine
players. International Gambling Studies, 24(3),
458-478.
https://doi.org/10.1080/14459795.2024.2339333

Coelho, S. G., Kim, H. S., Keough, M. T., Dawson, S. J., 
Tabri, N., Hodgins, D. C., Shead, N. W., & Wardell, J. D. 
(2024). Demographic, mental health, and substance 
use correlates of self-described medicinal use, 
recreational use, and non-use of hallucinogenic 
drugs. International Journal of Mental Health and 
Addiction.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11469-024-01381-2  

David, J., Kim, H. S., Hodgins, D. C., Dawson, S. J., Tabri, 
N., Shead, N. W., & Keough, M. T. (2024). Emotional 
difficulties mediate the impact of adverse childhood 
experiences on compulsive buying-shopping 
problems. Journal of Behavioral Addictions, 
13(4), 1064-1073. 
https://doi.org/10.1556/2006.2024.00056  

Dowling, N. A., Hawker, C. O., Merkouris, S. S., Rodda, 
S. N., & Hodgins, D. C. (2025). Addressing gambling
harm to affected others: A scoping review (Part I:
Prevalence, socio-demographic profiles, gambling
profiles, and harm). Clinical Psychology Review,
116, 102542.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpr.2025.102542

Dowling, N. A., Hawker, C. O., Merkouris, S. S., Rodda, 
S. N., & Hodgins, D. C. (2025). Addressing gambling
harm to affected others: A scoping review (part II:
Coping, assessment and treatment). Clinical
Psychology Review, 116, 102543.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cpr.2025.102543

Gooding, N. B., Youssef, A., Paul, D., J., W. R., Jonathan, 
P., A., V. R., & and Hodgins, D. C. (2025). Assessing 
harm severity: A Rasch analysis of the gambling 
harm measure. International Gambling Studies, 1-24. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/14459795.2025.2486122  

Gooding, N. B., Youssef, A., Paul, D., J., W. R., Jonathan, 
P., A., V. R., & and Hodgins, D. C. (2025). Validation 
of the gambling harm measure across three 
independent samples. International Gambling 
Studies, 25(1), 146-167.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/14459795.2024.2432318  

Grönroos, T., Kontto, J., Young, M. M., Hodgins, D. C., & 
Salonen, A. H. (2025). Trends in lower-risk gambling 
by age and net income among Finnish men and 
women in 2011, 2015, and 2019. Journal of 
Gambling Studies, 41(1), 267-281.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-024-10355-x  

Grubbs, J. B., Connolly, A. J., Floyd, C. G., Kim, H. S., & 
Kraus, S. W. (2024). Impulsivity and diverse forms 
of sports wagering in the U.S.: An examination of 
the UPPS-P model. Addictive Behaviors, 156, 108058. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.addbeh.2024.108058  
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Grubbs, J. B., Connolly, A. J., Graupensperger, C., Kim, H. 
S., & Kraus, S. W. (2025). Sports gambling and alcohol 
over time: A two-year longitudinal examination 
of sports gambling and drinking behaviors. JAMA 
Psychiatry, 82(5), 526-530.  
https://doi.org/10.1001/jamapsychiatry.2025.0024  

Hudson Breen, R., O’Brien, D., & Sanders, J. (2024). 
Characteristics and experiences of employees who 
gamble at work: A mixed-methods study. 
Critical Gambling Studies, 5(1), 21-48. 
https://doi.org/10.29173/cgs172  

Leslie, R. D., Shaw, C. A., & McGrath, D. S. (2025). 
Correlates of gambling behaviours among day 
traders: Evidence from a national study.  
Journal of Gambling Studies, 41(1), 51-66.  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-024-10314-6

McGarrigle, J., Lucy, D., Darren, C., Richard, M., E., H. A., 
& and Dymond, S. (2024). ConGam-PS: Developing 
and evaluating a measurement tool of treatment 
providers’ views about contingency management for 
gambling. Addiction Research & Theory, 32(4), 
245-254.  
https://doi.org/10.1080/16066359.2023.2247978  

McGrath, D. S., Williams, R. J., Allami, Y., Christensen,  
D. R., Hodgins, D. C., Nicoll, F., Shaw, C. A., & Stevens, 
R. M. G. (2024). Predictors of change in cannabis 
use status from pre- to post-recreational cannabis 
legalization in Canada: Evidence from a two-wave 
longitudinal national survey. Cannabis, 7(3), 
14-29.  
https://doi.org/10.26828cannabis/2024/000247  

Palomäki, J., Latvala, T., Salonen, A. H., Marionneau, 
V., Hodgins, D., Young, M. M., & Castrén, S. (2024). 
Testing the acceptability and feasibility of the lower-
risk gambling guidelines in Finland. Journal  
of Behavioral Addictions, 13(4), 987-1002. 
https://doi.org/10.1556/2006.2024.00065  

Saini, N., Adair, C., King, D. L., Kuss, D. J., Gentile, D. 
A., Kim, H. S., Edge, J., Billieux, J., Ng, J., Yun, J. P. S., 
Henkel, L., Faulcon, L., Nogueira, M., Nielsen, R. K. 
L., Husk, S., Rumble, S., Becker, T. R., Demetrovics, 
Z., & Hodgins, D. C. (2024). Development of the 
Saini-Hodgins Addiction Risk Potential of Games 
(SHARP-G) scale: An international Delphi study. 
Journal of Behavioral Addictions, 13(2), 450-
462. https://doi.org/10.1556/2006.2024.00026  

Seel, C. J., Champion, H., Dorey, L., McGarrigle, J., 
Christensen, D. R., May, R., Hoon, A. E., & Dymond, S. 
(2024). Contingency management for the treatment 
of harmful gambling: A case report. Psychiatry 
Research Case Reports, 3(1), 100227. 
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.psycr.2024.100227  

Seel, C. J., Jones, M., Christensen, D. R., May, R., Hoon, 
A. E., & Dymond, S. (2024). Treatment of harmful 
gambling: A scoping review of United Kingdom-based 
intervention research. BMC psychiatry, 24(1), 
392. 
https://doi.org/10.1186/s12888-024-05843-8  

Shahrajabian, F., Hasani, J., Hodgins, D., & Griffiths, 
M. D. (2024). Emotional working memory training 
treatment for young adult problem online sports 
bettors: A preliminary randomized controlled trial. 
Journal of Gambling Studies, 40(4), 2209-2235. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10899-024-10354-y

Snaychuk, L. A., Vieira, J. L., Coelho, S. G., Thulin, M. C., 
Palachi, A., Sinclair, E. S.-L. L., & Kim, H. S. (2024). 
Betting on uncertainty: A review of changes in 
gambling and substitute addictive behaviours during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Current Addiction Reports, 11(3), 396-418. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40429-024-00572-0

Tang, K. T. Y., Hodgins, D. C., & Schluter, M. G. (2024). 
Attachment, emotion dysregulation, and video 
game play: Testing the mediating role of emotion 
dysregulation in gaming disorder. International 
Journal of Mental Health and Addiction, 22(3), 1063-1077. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11469-022-00913-y

Vieira, J. L., Coelho, S. G., Snaychuk, L. A., Tabri, N., 
Dawson, S. J., Hodgins, D. C., Keough,  M. T., Shead, 
N. W., & Kim, H. S. (2024). Mental health and 
dispositional predictors of simultaneous versus 
concurrent cannabis and alcohol use in a 
Canadian context. Cannabis, 7(3), 41-60. 
https://doi.org/10.26828cannais/2024/000256  

Williams, R. J., & Williams, H. A. (2025). The trajectory, 
chronicity, and etiology of problem gambling: A 
synthesis of longitudinal research. 
Current Addiction Reports, 12(1), 5. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s40429-025-00622-1

Aidelbaum, R., Hodgins, D. C., & Goghari, V. M. (2023). 
A family study of executive function in gambling 
disorder. International Journal of Mental Health  
and Addiction. 
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11469-022-00963-2
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Conference 2024/2025
The 2024 conference, themed “Trends & Challenges 
in Gambling Research,” was held from April 11-13 
at The Banff Centre in Banff, Alberta. This was the 
Institute’s 23rd conference on gambling research 
and featured 25 presentations from scholars based  
in Alberta, across Canada, the United States, England, 
and Australia.

The conference program was organized by Dr. Rob 
Williams, and the event was coordinated by Glenda 
Wong. Attracting more than 100 delegates, the 
conference was a great success thanks to the active 
participation of its attendees. 

A highlight of the conference was the research 
poster exhibition of presentations from twenty-eight 
researchers and graduate student researchers which 
introduced conference delegates to the wide variety 
of investigations being undertaken in the field. The 
posters, “One Size Doesn’t Fit All: A Stepped Care 
Framework for Responsible Gambling Interventions”  
by Anastasia Hronis, University of Technology, Sydney, 
and “Gambling and Suicide: A Psychological Autopsy 
and Qualitative Inquiry” by Amanda Roberts, University 
of Lincoln, were recognized as best posters on display 
from amongst many excellent submissions.
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Feature Articles:

•	 Developing a Gambling Education 
Program for Offenders:  
An Interview with Dr. Jami 
Albright-Tolman

•	 Institute Conference Examines 
Trends & Challenges in Gambling 
Research

•	 Untitled [Scene inside Newgate 
Prison] (1812)

Summer 2024

Newsletter
Following is a list of the contents of the Institute’s Gambling Research Reveals newsletter published from  
April 1, 2024 to March 31, 2025:

Feature Articles:

•	 Where are they Now? Institute 
Alumni Appointed to Gambling 
Research Roles Across Canada

•	 Responsible Gambling Council 
Principal Researcher  
Dr. Carrie Shaw

•	 Recognition Lab @ U. of Alberta 
Using Simple Games to Study 
Decision-Making

•	 Announcement of Graduate 
Student Scholarship Recipients 
2024/25

•	 The Cardsharps, c. 1595 &  
The Cheat with the Ace of Clubs,  
c. 1630-34

Feature Articles:

•	 Canadian Employees Who Gamble  
in the Workplace

•	 Transcription of Youth Gambling 
Survey Data Underway

•	 2024/25 Research Grant Recipients

•	 Le Grand diable d’argent patron  
de la finance, 1798-1815

Feature Articles:

•	 Micro-Credential Course About 
Gambling & Gaming Offered 
by University of Alberta

•	 Invited Speakers Confirmed for 
Institute Conference 2025

•	 What are Prize-Linked Savings 
Accounts?

•	 FROM THE LIBRARY: A World 
Tour of Gambling-Related 
E-Books 

•	 ‘Pachinko’ © Carl Randall, 2009

Fall 2024

Spring 2025

Winter 2025
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Consulting 
and Collaborating:  
A Coordinated Approach

In 2024-25, the Institute was a participating 
organization in the following:
• 2024 European Association for the Study of 

Gambling (EASG) conference (September 10 – 13, 
2024), ‘Fostering a Safer Gambling and Betting 
Future’; the EASG is the largest and most respected 
conference in Europe with around 350 experts from 
over 40 countries. Top researchers, regulators, 
policymakers, and industry experts from all over 
the world present their thoughts and ideas. EASG 
aims to increase the level of dialogue between
its members and other interested individuals
and parties representing all aspects of gambling. 
Participants Dr. Daniel McGrath and 
Ms. Glenda Wong.

• 2024 Insight Responsible Gambling Symposium
(September 17, 2024), Alberta Gaming, Liquor & 
Cannabis; the symposium entitled, “Integrating 
traditional and innovation in responsible gambling” 
focused on collaborative efforts between operators 
and regulators and emerging trends in responsible 
gambling. Participants invited to the symposium 
were Institute affiliated Research Coordinators, 
Senior Research Fellows, Librarian, Executive 
Director, and Board members.

• AGLC Training symposium (April 30 - May 3, 2024); 
Dr. Fiona Nicoll shared key findings of the ANP 
national casino patron study and led activities to 
guide AGLC GameSense Advisers to critically engage 
and - where appropriate - apply the findings to their 
own working environments.

In 2024-25, Institute Research Coordinators 
consulted in the following:

• Alberta Gaming, Liquor and Cannabis: discussions
about the new AGRI National Project – 2 and best
ways of measuring regulatory capture of the online
market - Participants Drs. David Hodgins, Fiona
Nicoll and Rob Williams.

• Massachusetts Gaming Commission: presented
a summary report on the social and economic
impacts of casino gambling to Massachusetts
and gave a virtual presentation - Participant
Dr. Robert Williams.

• U.K. Gambling Commission: providing feedback on
the impact of different methodological procedures
on problem gambling prevalence rates - Participant
Dr. Robert Williams.

• Centre of Excellence in Responsible Gaming (CERG),
University of Gibraltar, International Scientific
Advisory Board – Participant Dr. David Hodgins.

• Centre for Gambling Research, University
of British Columbia, Advisory Council – Participant
Dr. David Hodgins.

• World Health Organization, Committee on the
Public Health Implications of Addictive Behaviours –
Participant Dr. David Hodgins.

• Provincial Addiction Curriculum and Experiential Skill
(PACES) Training Initiative – Participant
Dr. David Hodgins.

• Behaviour Change Committee, GambleAware, UK –
Participant Dr. David Hodgins.

• Scientific Advisory Committee, International Center
for Response Gaming, Member - Dr. David Hodgins.
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Independent Auditor’s Report

Statement of Financial Position

Statement of Operations

Statement of Cash Flows

Statement of Change in Net 
Financial Assets
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Schedule of Expenses

25
27
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31 

35

Audited  
Financial  

Statements
FOR THE YEAR ENDED MARCH 31, 2025
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	 2025	 2024 	

FINANCIAL ASSETS 

Cash and cash equivalents (Note 4)	 $       713,057 	 $       1,171,086

Unexpended funds receivable (Note 5)	 21,589	 48,995

	 734,646	 1,220,081

LIABILITIES

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities	 15,717	 124,748

NET FINANCIAL ASSETS 	 718,929	 1,095,334

NON-FINANCIAL ASSETS

Prepaid expenses	 –	 2,000

NET ASSETS	 718,929 	 1,097,334

 
NET ASSETS

Accumulated surplus	 1,097,334	 702,704

Annual surplus (deficit)	 (378,405)	 394,630 

	 $       718,929	 $       1,097,334

Original signed by:

Dr. Séamus O’Shea Board Chair

Dr. Trevor Tombe Audit Committee Chair

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements. 

Approved by the board:

Signature	 Position	

Signature	 Position	

Statement of 
Financial Position

AS AT MARCH 31
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	 2025 	 2025	 2024 
	 BUDGET	 ACTUAL	 ACTUAL  
	 (Note 9)		

REVENUES				  

Government transfers	 $      1,750,000	 $      1,750,000	 $       1,750,000

Investment income	 –	 –	 –

Other/unexpended funds recovered	 15,000	 21,589	 48,995

	 $      1,765,000	 $      1,771,589 	 $       1,798,995

				  
EXPENSES (Schedule 1)				  

Research	 $      1,854,169	 $     1 ,757,521	 $          994,249

Infrastructure and library	 140,000	 140,000	 140,000

Research linkages	 80,000	  60,865 	  81,859 

Research administration	  222,700	 191,608	  188,257 

	 $      2,296,869	 $     2 ,149,994 	 $      1 ,404,365

ANNUAL SURPLUS (DEFICIT)	 $      (531,869) 	 $       (378,405)	 $          394,630

Statement of Operations

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements.

YEAR ENDED MARCH 31
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	 2025	 2024

OPERATING TRANSACTIONS
Contributions from the Ministry of Treasury  
Board and Finance		  $       1,750,000	 $        1,750,000 

Unexpended funds		  21,586	 63,977

Prepaid expenses 		  –	 –

Research expenditures		  (1,840,116)	 (901,749)

Infrastructure and library expenditures		  (140,000)	 (140,000)

Research linkages expenditures		  (58,637)	 (82,341)

Research administration expenditures		  (190,866)	 (175,027)

  
CASH FROM OPERATIONS	 (458,033)	 514,859
	

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, 	  
BEGINNING OF YEAR	 1,171,086	 656,227 

CASH AND CASH EQUIVALENTS, 	  
END OF YEAR	 $          713,053	 $       1,171,086

Statement of 
Cash Flows

YEAR ENDED MARCH 31

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements.
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	 2025 	 2025	 2024 
	 BUDGET	 ACTUAL	 ACTUAL

Annual surplus (deficit)	 $       (531,869)	 $       (378,405)	 $        394,630

Change in prepaid expenses	 –	 2,000	 (2,000)

	

Increase (decrease) in net financial assets 	 (531,869)	 (376,405)	 392,630 

Net financial assets, beginning of year	 1,095,334	 1,095,334	 702,704 

Net financial assets, end of year	 $         563,465	 $         718,929	 $     1,095,334 

	 				 

Statement of Change 
in Net Financial Assets

The accompanying notes and schedule are part of these financial statements.

YEAR ENDED MARCH 31
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Note 1	 Authority and Reporting Entity

	 	The Alberta Gambling Research Institute (the “Institute”) is an unincorporated organization. It is a research 
consortium comprised of the University of Alberta, the University of Calgary, and the University of 
Lethbridge (the “Partner Universities”). Relations between the Institute and the Government of Alberta 
are defined in an Agreement between the Institute, Partner Universities and the Alberta Government 
dated March 31, 2023. The Institute is directed by a Board comprised of seven members including two 
appointees (senior administrators and researchers) from each of the three Partner Universities and an 
external Board Chair who is appointed by the Vice-Presidents (Research) of the Partner Universities. 

	 As required under the Agreement, the Institute reporting entity for the purpose of these financial 
statements is that portion of Institute operations funded by the Ministry of Finance, Treasury Board 
and Finance. The Partner Universities contribute certain services and supplies, including research and 
administrative personnel and services, to the consortium. The fair value of these contributions, and the 
cost of these services and supplies, is not reflected in these financial statements.

Note 2	 Purpose

	 The purpose of the Institute is to:

•	 expand the breadth and depth of scientific knowledge into gambling;

•	 promote or direct research in those priorities and areas identified as stakeholder priorities;

•	 develop research capacity in the Partner Universities;

•	 sponsor research that is peer reviewed and of the highest academic quality;

•	 facilitate the transfer of knowledge and information to stakeholders;

•	 provide education about current knowledge through research publications, reporting of research 
results and knowledge translation strategies; and,

•		 identify and pursue other potential funding sources. 

Note 3	 Summary of Significant Accounting Policies and Reporting Practices 

	 General – Public Sector Accounting Standards (“PSAS”) and Use of Estimates 

	 The financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Canadian public sector accounting 
standards as issued by the Public Sector Accounting Standards Board in Canada and include the following 
significant accounting policies:

Notes to the 
Financial Statements

YEAR ENDED MARCH 31
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Note 3 continued...

	 Revenue Recognition 

		 All revenue is reported on the accrual basis of accounting. Cash received for which expenses have not 
been incurred by year end is recorded as deferred revenue. 

	 Contributions from the Ministry of Finance, Treasury Board and Finance 

	 The Partner Universities entered into a funding agreement with the Ministry of Treasury Board and 
Finance effective April 1, 2023, to provide the Institute with $1,750,000 for three fiscal years (2023/2024, 
2024/2025 and 2025/2026). As a condition of funding, the Institute must budget at least $250,000 each 
fiscal year to the implementation of research projects related to the stakeholder priority action plan and 
at least $250,000 each fiscal year to the funding of investigator initiated research projects. The Ministry 
may require repayment if these conditions are not met or if the funds are not expended prior to the 
end of the term, excluding funds required to pay administrative or overhead expenses after the term in 
respect of any necessary wind-up of operations.

	 The agreement calls for detailed reporting to the Ministry at various dates throughout the year. Reporting 
is complete for fiscal year ended March 31, 2025.

	 Unspent funds are returned to the Institute by the grant recipient and recorded as other revenue. 

	 Expenses 

	 Grants are recorded as expenses when all the terms and conditions of eligibility have been met and the 
Institute has authorized payment of the grant. 

	 Assets 

	 Intellectual Property 

	 Intellectual property rights with respect to all research conducted with the financial support, or under the 
auspices, of the Institute are governed by the policies of the Partner University with which the researcher 
is affiliated. These rights do not accrue directly to the Institute and are not recognized in these financial 
statements. The Government of Alberta and the Partner Universities are entitled to freely use and copy, 
other than for commercial purposes, any intellectual property so created. 

	 Financial Instruments 

	 The Institute recognizes financial instruments when the Institute becomes part to the contractual 
provisions of the financial instrument.

	 Arm’s length financial instruments 

	 Financial instruments originated/acquired or issued/assumed in an arm’s length transaction 
(“arm’s length financial instruments”) are initially recorded at their fair value. 

	 At initial recognition, the Institute may irrevocably elect to subsequently measure any arm’s length 
financial instrument at fair value. The Institute has not made such an election during the year.  
The Institute subsequently measures all arm’s length transactions at cost or amortized cost. 



Annual Report   2024 -  25    I   ALBERTA GAMBLING RESE ARCH INSTITUTE 33

	 Financial asset impairment

	 The Institute assesses impairment of all its financial assets measured at cost or amortized cost. When 
there is an indication of impairment, the Institute determines whether it has resulted in a significant 
adverse change in the expected timing or amount of future cash flows during the year.

	 Any impairment, which is not considered temporary, is included in current year annual surplus (deficit).

	 The Institute reverses impairment losses on financial assets when there is a decrease in impairment and 
the decrease can be objectively related to an event occurring after the impairment loss was recognized. 
The amount of the reversal is recognized in annual surplus in the year the reversal occurs.

	 It is management’s opinion that the Institute is not exposed to significant market, interest rate, currency, 
or credit risks arising from its financial instruments.

	 Measurement uncertainty

	 The preparation of financial statements in conformity with Canadian PSAS requires management to make 
estimates and assumptions that affect the reported amounts of assets and liabilities and disclosure  
of contingent assets and liabilities at the date of the financial statements, and the reported amounts  
of revenues and expenses during the reporting period.

	 Unexpended funds receivable are stated after evaluation as to their collectability and an appropriate 
allowance for doubtful accounts is provided where considered necessary.

	 By their nature, these judgments are subject to measurement uncertainty, and the effect on the financial 
statements of changes in such estimates and assumptions in future years could be material. These 
estimates and assumptions are reviewed periodically and, as adjustments become necessary, they are 
reported in annual surplus in the years in which they become known.

Note 4	 Cash and cash equivalents 

	 Under the Funding Agreement, funds are to be administered by the HUB University (University of Calgary) 
on behalf of the Institute in a University of Calgary Funds Held on Behalf of Others (FHOBO) account.

Note 5	 Unexpended Funds Receivable/Recovered 

		 Grants are provided to the Partner Universities for capacity building, research development, library 
collections, and research node administration for gambling-related operations. These particular grants 
have a provision that any unspent funds are to be returned to the Institute. The following table provides 
an accounting for the grants allocated and the amounts spent by the Partner Universities during this 
fiscal year.
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Note 6 	 Commitments 

The Institute has the following commitments:

	 Fiscal Year	 Research Grants(a)

2025/2026	 271,000

2026/2027	 109,356

Total	 $        380,356

Note 7 	 Economic Dependence 

	 The Institute receives its principal funding from the Ministry of Finance, Treasury Board and Finance. The 
three-year agreement was renewed effective April 1, 2023 and expires on March 31, 2026. The Institute’s 
ability to maintain viable operations is dependent upon the continued support from the Alberta Government.

Note 8 	 Related Party Transactions

	 During the year, there were no related party transactions except for transactions with the Ministry of 
Finance, Treasury Board and Finance and Partner Universities as disclosed in the notes and schedules to 
these financial statements.

Note 9 	 Budget

	 The 2024-2025 budget was approved by the Institute’s Board of Directors on January 19, 2024.

Note 10	Approval of Financial Statements

	 These financial statements were approved by the Institute’s Board of Directors on July 28, 2025.

				    2025	 2024

	 University 	 University	 University of					   
	 of Alberta	 of Calgary	 Lethbridge	 Total	 Total
Unexpended grants,  
opening balance	 $         27,219	 $                   –	 $        21,776	 $         48,995	 $         63,977 

Capacity building	 –	 100,000	 100,000	 200,000	 300,000
Library and collections	 –	 –	 140,000	 140,000	 140,000 
New grants provided	 –	 100,000	 240,000	 340,000	 440,000

Current year expenditures	 –	 (99,442)	 (218,969)	 (318,411)	 (391,005)
Recovered	 (27,219)	 –	 (21,776)	 (48,995)	 (63,977)
	 (64,277)	 (99,442)	 (246,375)	 (367,406)	 (454,982)
Unexpended grants, 
major grant	 –	 –	 –	 –	 –

Unexpended grants, 
closing balance	 $         0	 $              558	 $          21,031	 $          21,589	 $         48,995

Note 5 continued...

	 (a) Research Grants

	 The Institute has various types of granting programs. 
In response to calls for proposals, the Board approves 
researcher identified initiatives. Upon approval and 
receipt of various confirmation documents from the 
host Institute University’s Research Services Office, 
the Institute authorizes payment of the first-year 
funding of the approved award. For these types of 
awards extending beyond one year, authorization of 
subsequent period amounts is subject to satisfactory 
reporting. Commitments for these awards include the 
subsequent period amounts, and any other approved 
grant requests for which the researcher has not yet 
met all of the eligibility criteria.
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		  2025 Budget	 2025 Actual	 2024 Actual

Research
	 Grant competition/strategic research	 $       1,504,169 	 $       1,557,521 	 $          694,249 
	 Capacity building	 350,000	 200,000	 300,000  

		  1,854,169	 1,757,521	 994,249 
Infrastructure and Library
	 Library and collections	 140,000 	 140,000 	 140,000 

		  140,000 	 140,000 	 140,000 
Research Linkages
	 Events, colloquia	 65,000	 46,313	 65,856 
	 Communications, exchanges	 15,000	 14,552	 16,003 

		  80,000	 60,865	 81,859 
Research Administration
 	 Governance	 20,000	 19,862	 21,494 
	 Personnel costs	 178,700	 146,043	 131,275 
	 Professional fees	 14,000	 14,195	 26,460 
	 Administrative hub	 10,000	 11,508	 9,028

		  222,700	 191,608	 188,257

Total Expenses	 $        2,296,869	 $       2,149,994	 $       1,404,365	 	
		

Schedule of 
Expenses
SCHEDULE 1

YEAR ENDED MARCH 31
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Kiddle, Dr. Amelia 
Amelia Kiddle is Associate Dean, Research and 
Communities and a Professor of History in the Faculty  
of Arts at the University of Calgary. She is Editor  
In Chief of the Canadian Journal of Latin American and 
Caribbean Studies and a specialist in the political and 
cultural history of Mexican foreign relations.  
Dr. Kiddle received the Killam SSHRC Emerging 
Research Leader Award from the University of 
Calgary in 2014 and the Premio Genaro Estrada from 
the Government of Mexico in 2010. She has published 
five books on the topics of Mexican foreign relations 
and history and energy history and her peer-reviewed 
articles have appeared in the Journal of Latin 
American Studies, ISTOR, The Jahrbuch fur Geschichte 
Lateinamerikas/Anuario de Historia de America Latina, 
The Latin Americanist, and Mexican Studies/Estudios 
Mexicanos. Dr. Kiddle joined the Board  
on October 1, 2024.

Nicol, Dr. Christopher 
Chris Nicol completed nine years as the University 
Librarian at the University of Lethbridge on June 30, 
2021, and was on Administrative Leave until recently. 
He now continues at the University of Lethbridge as 
a Professor of Economics, with a number of projects 
underway, and will be teaching two courses this Fall. 
Prior to his appointment as University Librarian,  
Dr. Nicol was Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Science 
at the University of Lethbridge for twelve years. He 
was a member of the Board of The Alberta Library 
(TAL) and was Chair of the Board of the Council of 
Prairie and Pacific University Libraries (COPPUL) while 
University Librarian. Dr. Nicol has also served  

as a member of the Editorial Board of the Canadian 
Journal of Economics, and as a member of the 
Executive Council of the Canadian Economics 
Association.  His interests are in econometrics, 
applied econometrics, the theory of consumer 
behaviour, macroeconomic policy debates and water 
resource management. Dr. Nicol joined the Institute 
Board on January 1, 2018.

O’Shea, Dr. Séamus 
Séamus O’Shea is a former Vice President (Academic) 
and Provost, and Professor of Chemistry at the 
University of Lethbridge. In addition to duties at the 
University, he is an advocate for increasing university 
participation and a promoter of university transfer 
programs, post-diploma degrees, and student-
focused programming. He participated  
in planning and implementing advanced 
infrastructure for research and development, 
particularly high performance networks and 
computing systems. Dr. O’Shea’s research interests 
involved mathematical and computer modelling of 
molecular liquids and solids. He is past Chair, Board 
of Directors, of iCORE (informatics Circle of Research 
Excellence), of Cybera (networks), and of WestGrid 
(high performance computing systems.) Dr. O’Shea 
was appointed Chair of the Institute’s Board of 
Directors on February 1, 2012, and reappointed  
in March 2024 for a two-year term.

Board of Directors
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Scholnick, Dr. Barry 
Barry Scholnick is a Professor of Business Economics 
and the Eldon Foote Chair in International Business 
at the Alberta School of Business, University of 
Alberta, Canada. His PhD is from the University of 
Cambridge. The focus of his research is on Household 
Finance. Dr. Scholnick has published in top journals 
including Journal of Financial Economics, Review  
of Financial Studies, Review of Economics and Statistics, 
International Economic Review, Journal of Business, 
Journal of Money, Credit and Banking, Journal of 
International Business Studies, Journal of Management 
Studies. He has been awarded nine research grants 
from the Social Sciences and Humanities Research 
Council of Canada (SSHRC). Dr. Scholnick has received 
six awards for teaching in the MBA, Executive MBA, 
and B. Com programs. He is a Visiting Scholar at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia and an External 
Academic Consultant at the Bank of Canada.  
Dr. Scholnick joined the Board on May 1, 2024.

Tombe, Dr. Trevor
Trevor Tombe is a Professor of Economics in the 
Department of Economics and Director of Fiscal and 
Economic Policy at the University of Calgary’s School 
of Public Policy. He is also co-director of Finances of 
the Nation, a new effort by academic researchers,  
in partnership with the Canadian Tax Foundation,  
to assemble Canadian public finance data and make 
it available to researchers, journalists, students, and 
the general public. Dr. Tombe’s academic research 
explores a broad range of topics, but focuses mainly 
on international trade, macroeconomics, and fiscal 
federalism. In addition to his academic work,  
he actively advises various governments 
on a wide range of issues and contributes 
to policy development and discussions 
through regular op-eds, articles, and 
media engagement. Dr. Tombe joined  
the Institute Board on December 1, 2022.

Wheeler, Dr. Laurel 
Laurel Wheeler is an assistant professor in the 
Department of Economics at the University of Alberta 
and a research affiliate at the Center for Indian 
Country Development (CIDC) at the Federal Reserve 
Bank of Minneapolis. She holds a PhD and an MA in 
economics (Duke University), an MSc in economics 
for development (University of Oxford), and a BA in 
political science (University of Florida). Dr. Wheeler 
is an applied microeconomist whose main research 
interests are in development economics and labor 
economics. Her current research agenda focuses 
on Indigenous economic development, wealth and 
income disparities, and labor markets. As part of that 
focus, she has studied the local labor market effects 
of tribal gaming in the United States. Dr. Wheeler 
joined the Board on July 1, 2024.

Wong, Ms. Glenda
Glenda Wong was appointed to the position of 
Executive Director of the Alberta Gambling Research 
Institute on September 1, 2015. Ms. Wong’s work 
background includes twelve years of senior 
management and administration in the area of health 
care education within the University of Calgary. She 
has also collaborated and worked with other Canadian 
universities, provincial and national government 
health departments, and various health organizations. 
Ms. Wong serves in an ex-officio advisory capacity on 
the Institute Board and represents the Institute on a 
number of inter-organizational and inter-jurisdictional 
planning bodies for collaborative research initiatives.
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